
Background Information

T
he Nile Basin is endowed with rich and diverse wetlands crucial for the provision of multiple ecosystem services and goods, 

which are beneficial to livelihoods of its citizens, economies and associated ecosystems. Some of the Nile Basin wetlands are 

designated as Protected Areas, Migratory Birds Flyways, Important Birds Areas, World Heritage Sites as well as Wetlands of 

International importance under Ramsar Convention, which include the Sudd Marshes in South Sudan. 

The ecosystem goods and services derived from Nile Basin wetlands include; food, water purification and supply, climate regulation, 

flood control and tourism.  The wetlands are also associated with unique biodiversity of flora and fauna. 

However, the Nile Basin wetlands are undergoing habitat degradation and loss due to multiple contributing factors: reclamation 

and conversion for agriculture, settlements and urbanization and invasive species. Other factors are upstream utility infrastructural 

development, local community over-exploitation and climate change. These threaten the intrinsic hydrological and ecological link 

between these wetlands and River Nile including its overall health and life. This is exacerbated by inadequate knowledge and experience 

for mainstreaming wetland conservation and for making full use of ecosystem services in the planning process. 

Project Goal 

To strengthen the technical and institutional capacities of the Nile Basin Initiative and riparian States for sustainable management of 

wetlands of trans-boundary relevance in the Nile Basin 

Project Interventions

 ► Building strategic and demand-driven knowledgebase on Trans-boundary Wetlands for informed River Basin planning and 

development.

 ► Developing a Regional Wetlands Framework Plan for Nile Basin wetlands planning and development.

 ► Facilitating wetlands management planning for sustainability of Nile Basin trans-boundary wetlands and wetlands of regional 

significance.

 ► Integration of wetlands sustainability in River basin planning and development.

 ► Capacity development and networking for wetlands sustainability in the Nile Basin.

Nile Basin Trans-boundary Wetlands 
#NileWetlands; #SaveWetlands

PROJECT TITLE:
Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation of Ecosystem 
Services of Wetlands of Trans-boundary Relevance in the Nile Basin



Expected Benefits

 ► Deepened and expanded knowledgebase and capacities on Nile Basin wetlands and associated institutions. This will be attained at 

Basin-wide, Sudd Wetlands and Sub-Basin levels. 

 ► Conservation of wetlands related biodiversity and achievement of Aichi Biodiversity Targets under the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD). 

 ► Improved water security through tapping on restoration and conservation of wetlands ecosystem services.

 ► Enhanced livelihoods security for largely poor local population groups whose livelihoods heavily depend on wetlands ecosystems.

 ► Improved adaptation to climate change through ecosystem based adaptation.

 ► Enhanced climate protection through improved wetland carbon sink capacities.
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Facts about the Nile Basin

What’s on? January - March 2013

Quiz

Basin Area 3,176 X 103 Km2

Location -4 0S to 310N and 24 0E to 40 0E

Main Tributaries Victoria Nile/Albert Nile, Bahr El Jabel, White Nile, Baro Pibor-Sobat, 
Blue Nile, Atbara, Bahr El Ghazal

River Length 6,695 Km (one of the world’s longest River)

Estimated Navigable Length 4,149 Km

Countries

Burundi DR Congo

Rwanda

Egypt

South Sudan

Ethiopia

The Sudan

Kenya

Tanzania Uganda Eritrea

Major Lakes within the Basin Lake Victoria, Lake Tana, Lake Kyoga, Lake Albert

Population (Total in all the Nile Countries)* 437 Million

% Population within the Nile Basin* 54% (238 Million)

Temperature Night Minimum -100c and daily Maximum in June 470c

Precipitation Max Annual 2,098 mm/yr in Ethiopia 
Min Annual 0 mm/yr in Egypt

Mean Annual �ow (Discharge) (m 3/yr) at Aswan 84 X 10 9 m3/yr

Discharge/Unit area 28 X 10 3 m3/Km 2

Main Consumptive Water use Agriculture

Date Activity Venue

Jan NCoRe Project E�ectiveness All Centers

Jan NELTAC/NELCOM Meeting Kigali

11 – 12th Feb Regional Meeting for National NBI Desk O�cers Entebbe

22nd Feb Nile Day celebrations (Regional and National) Bahr Dar, Ethiopia (for regional celebrations)

April 38th Nile-TAC Meeting Entebbe

Compiled by Tom Waako, Projects O�cer, Nile-SEC -Entebbe

Member states

What is the major determinant of population distribution in the Nile Basin?
Send your answer to: editor@nilebasin.org

Answer to the previous quiz question 
The single most important intra basin agricultural trade commodity by volume among the Nile 
Basin riparian states is maize.

Burundi DR Congo RwandaEgypt South SudanEthiopia The SudanKenya Tanzania Uganda

Disclaimer: The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of NBI, its Member States or Partners

Editorial Committee
Chair Dorothy Kaggwa
Editor Jane K. Baitwa
Members Tom Waako
 John Ogwang

Send us your comments and views

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat
P.O. Box 192 Entebbe – Uganda
Tel +256 414 321 424
 +256 414 321 329
 +256 417 705 000
Fax +256 414 320 971
Email nbisec@nilebasin.org
Website http://www.nilebasin.org
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NBI MEMBER STATES

Executing Agencies NBI and Deutsche Gesellschaft für International Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

Budget € 6,000,000

Duration October, 2015 - December, 2020

Participating Member States Burundi, DR Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda

Funder
Federal Ministry of the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety through 

International Climate Initiative  (IKI)

More Information

Nile Basin Initiative Secretariat

Tel: +256 417 705 000; +256 414 321

Email: nbisec@nilebasin.org 

Website: www.nilebasin.org 

Facebook: Nile Basin Initiative; Twitter: @nbiweb


